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ever manufacture is discouraged, the manufacture
of cheating ought not to be encouraged to prevent
it. If trade cannot be carried on without sending
the tradesmen to the devil, the devil should come
and open shop himself, rather than any honest men
should trade for him as these do, and, at such a
price, raise their fortunes under his conduct. For,
indeed, in such cases, it is little better than the
devil driving the trade, and the tradesmen's being
the devil's journeymen ; they certainly carry on the
trade for him, and he pays them board wages; thus
the tradesmen get the money, and the devil gets
the tradesmen.

But, instead of this infamous practice, would the
mercers act the honest part to their country, and to
the manufacture wrought at home, as they really
ought to do, and propagate our own manufactures
with their utmost endeavour ; refusing universally
to sell any French or foreign silks, which really and
bona fide there is no manner of need of; and would
they, at the same time, tell the ladies plainly, that
France cannot furnish anything finer, richer, more
beautiful, or more agreeable, than is made by our
own weavers ; and that all these charming patterns,
fine colours, rich brocades, &c., are made at home,
and are inimitable from abroad, as is most true.

Would they do thus, I say, as honest dealings
claim they should, they would soon effectually
suppress the foolish humour of despising our own
manufacture, which is so general among the people ;
and our own weavers would soon advance their im-
provements to such a degree, as to send their
wrought silks abroad, even to France itself.

This subject we shall no further enlarge upon;
but leave it upon the minds of the buyers and sellers
too, to regulate their conduct by it for the future, as